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Please amend Paragraph [0016] as follows: 

[001 £) According to another aspect, there is provided a side bearing assembly adapted for 
insertion into a podcet defined by a walled receptacle pro vided on an upper surface of a railcar 
bolster* The side bearing assembly includes a spring and a walled housing defining a cavity gv 
recess exl e ndii^ iheretftfough and o p en at o p p o sit e e nds, and a sp r ing having a first e .»i4 fi - ji - 
abu t ting agmns t a p o rti on of tli e uppe r surface of said r ailcar bolst e r, and a s e c o nd end, axially 
spac e d fiuiii th e first end . The body member is configured to fit within the walled receptacle on 
the upper surface of the bolster. The side bearing housing and walled receptacle define apir of 
confirontinp surfaces disposed to opposite sides of an axis defined bv the side bearing assembly. 
The side bearing assembly further includes an apparatus operably engagable with the walled 
recepatcle and the the side bearing housing for operably securing the housing agaisnt movement 
relative to the railcar bolster. A cap is at raiiflcd at die second e ud uf or fiiction member overiies 
one end of and transmits loads to the spring. The cap is mounted for reciprocatory guided 
movements by and relative to the housing, with a generally flat railcar body engaging portion on 
the cap being positioned relative to the housing and the walled enclosure by the spring. 
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Please amend Paragraph [0018] as follows: 

[0018] The In one foniL the apparatus for operabty securing the side bearing assembly housbg 
relative to the railcar bolster ftirthennorc pref e rably includes spacers or inserts for locating and 
secui ' iiig tin e side beaji ' lnig assembly withiw the walled rcccptaclfc on tlie bolster , Li one foim, the 
walled h o using of tlic bearing assembly and the walled receptacle on the bolster include a pair o f 
confr o nting surfac e s dis po sed to op pos e d Aides of an u p standmg axis defined by th e bearing 
assembly . Om Preferably, one spacer is insertable into each opening between each pair of 
confronting surfaces so as to locate and secure the side bearing assembly housing within the 
walled receptacle on the bolster. 

Please amend Paragraph [0020] as follows: 

[0020] According to another aspect, there is provided a side bearing assembly configured for 
accommodation in a rectangularly shaped, open top receptacle projecting from a on an upp er 
surface of a railcar bolster. The receptacle has a pair of spaced side walls and a pair of spaced end 
walls. The side bearing assembly includes a spring wi t h a firs t end adap t ed for abu tt ing 
engag e ment wi t h the bols te r, and a housing having wall structure defining a cavity e xt e nding 
t hcje t hr o ugb wherein the spring is accx^mmodated . In a preferred form, the housing watt 
stmetuf e extends cireumferentiallv about tlie spring has a generall v f^^ ^n ^ i\ ^r shape includmg 
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two sides and two ends, with each side andeach end being disposed to opposite sides of an axis 
defined by the side bearing assemblv> The generally rectangular shape of the housing loosely fits 
within the open top receptacle on the raiicar bolster . A cap is positioned by and overiies a - sec o nd 
an end of said tiie spring. The cap is guided for telescopic movements relative to the bearing 
housing and includes a generally flat portion defining an upper extreme of the side bearing 
assembly following ins^ion of the side bearing assembly into operable combination with said 
raiicar bolster. An apparatus is fiirthermore provided for positively securing and positioning the 
side bearing assembly housing relative to the raiicar bolster. 

Please amend Paragraph [0021] as follows: 

[0021] In one form, the raiicar side bearing assembly has a measurable distance ran^ng generally 
between 2.5 inches and 4.5 inches between an upper extreme of the side bearing assembly and the 
bolster sur&ce after the bearing assembly after is accommodated in the receptacle on the bolster. 
Preferably, the spring is configured such that an upper portion of the bearing assembly is 
positioned above an upper extreme of the walls of the receptacle on the bolster as long as the side 
bearing assembly spring is in an uncompressed state and when initial loadings are directed against 
the side bearing assembly during operation of the raiicar on which the side bearing assembly is 
arranged in operable combination^ 
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Please amend Paragraph [0024] as follows: 

[0024] In one form, the side bearing assen^ly d e fines an a ?c is e x t e nding generally no r mal t o t he 
surface on the bolater adapted to be abutted fay th e first end of the spiing. In i t s preferred f o rm, 
tlw wall structur e o f t he bearing housing has a generally rec t angular shape Including two sid e 
wate - and two e nds walls. EdCh s i de wall mi eacli end wall of the bearing fao nsLiS ' wali-struc t ur c 
is disposed to o pp o sR ' wides of the sid e bearing assembly axis> and wherei n the gene r jjly 
reetangulai ' shape oPt h c wall st r uctu r e of th e bearing housing loosely fits within and is sur r ound e d 
by the receptacle on the bolster. The end walls ^ds of the side bearing housing and the end 
walls of the receptacle on the bolster define a pair of confronting surfaces disposed to opposite 
sides of the side bearing assembly axis. Each pair of confrontiiig surfaces has at a sur&ce portion 
inclined with respect to the other surface such that the surfaces diverge away from each other as 
they extend away from said the upper bolster surface adap t ed t o be engag e d by the spring 
whereby defining a wedge-shaped opening therebetweeiL In one form, the apparatus for 
positively securing the side bearing assembly to the upper surfece of said bolster includes spacers 
or inserts insertable into each wedge-shaped opening defined by the confronting surfaces on the 
housing and the receptacle to inhibit endwise shifting movements of side bearing assembly relativij 
t o - th c walled enclosui e housing relative to the railcar bolster . Preferably, each spacer is 

configured as a wedge shim. 
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Please amend Paragraph [0025] as follows: 

[0025) According to still another aspect, there is provided a constant contact l o w pro fil e side 
bearing assembly configured for insertion into a walled receptacle provided on a railcar bolster. 
The side bearing assembly includes a bottojiulcss housing ass e mbly configured to fit within the 
walled receptacle on the bolster and defining a recess extending through the housing and is open 
al opposite ends. The housing and walled receptacle define a pair of confironting surfaces 
arranged on opposed sides of an axis defined bv the side bearing assembly, ha s a rdalJveJv flat 
rallcai - budy e ngaging sm ' face deOiiiUg an upper end of the iiousing, and an clastomeiic A spring is 
configured for insertion within said housing ass e mbly and beneath said r ailcai * body engaging 
suffa« for providing said side bcaiiiig assembly with a predei e i mined pieload force capability. 
One end of tlie spring extends through the housing for direct engagement with the bolster. Iii one 
form, a distance ranging betw ec n - ab o ut 2; 5 inches and about 4,5 inches is p r ovid e d be t w ee n the 
railcar body engaging surface and a lowe r e d ge of the bo t tomless housing. Tn a preferr e d form, an 
apparatus, o peraMy engagablc wi t h the wall c d - rcccp t ade a n d the bo t toml e ss h o using asscnxbly; is 
p rovided f o r l o cating the - s t de bearina assembly relative t o th e railcai ' bols t er . Inserts are provided 
for securing the housing of the side bearing assembly within the walled receptacle. At least one 
insert is positionable between the confi-onting surfaces on the walled receptacle and the housing 
on each side of the side bearing assembly. A cap overlies one end of the spring. According to 
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this aspect the cap is mounted for reciprocatorv guided movements bv and relative to the 
housinp, A generally flat raiicar body enga^ng portion on t he cap is positioned relative to the 
housing and the walled receptacle bv the spring. 

Please amend Paragraph [0042} as follows: 

[0042] In a preferred form, the housing or cage SO of the side bearing is preferably formed from 
metal and, as illustrated in FIG. 3, has walls or upstanding wall structure configured to 6t within 
the walled receptacle 26 on the raiicar bolster 16. Returning to FIG. 2, the wall stnic t u r e n on 
bearing housing SO preferably extends drcumferentially about the spring 70 and defines a cavity 
52 ^tending therethrough and open at opposite ends. In the illustrated embodiment* the marginal 
edge of cavity 52 has a generally rectangular profile. As shown, wall st r uc t u r e of bearing 
housing 50 has a bottom 51 and includes pair of generally parallel and spaced vertical side walls 
sides 53 and 54 disposed to opposed lateral sides of the bearing assembly axis 44 and a pair of 
generally parallel and spaced e nd walls ends 55 and 56 joined to the sides 53. 54 and disposed to 
opposed longitudinal sides of the bearing assembly axis 44. 
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Please amend Paragraph [0043] as follows: 

[0043] In the illustrated embodiment, the lateral distance between the outer surfaces of sides or 
side walls S3, 54 of bearing housing SO is slightly less than the lateral distance between inner 
surfaces of the side walls 33, 34 of the receptacle 26 into which bearing 40 is to be fitted wherd>y 
limiting lateral or sideways movements of the bearing 40, especially during railcar use. Because 
the bearing housing SO is loosely accommodated within pocket 38, the lower end of the bearing 
housing 50 sits on the upper bolster surface 28 following insertion of the side bearing assembly 40 
into the bolster receptacle 26. Bearing housing 50 is preferably configured such that, with the 
low^ e?ctreme of bearing housing 50 engaging bolster surface 2S, upper ends of the walls 53, 54, 
55 and 56 terminate bdow the upper extreme edge of the receptacle 26 on the bolster 16. 

Please amend Paragraph [0044] as follows: 

[0044] The cap or Motion member 60 is also preferably formed from metal. As shown, cap 60 
overlies and transmits loads to the spring 70 during operation of the bearing assembly 40. As 
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 4, cap 60 has a top plate 61 defining a generally flat surface 62 adapted 
to fiictionally engage and establish metal-to-metal sliding contact with the car body underside 42. 
In the illustrated embodiment, cap 60 includes walls or wall structure depending from and 
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preferably formed integral with the top plate 61 . In one form, the depending walls or wall 
structure on cap 60 cooperates with the upstanding walls or wall stnicture on housing 50 to 
guide cap 60 for generally coaxial movements relative to housing SO. 

Please amend Paragraph [0052] as follows: 

[0052] Side bearing assembly 40 further includes an apparatus, generally indicated in FIGURES 2 
and 6 by reference numeral 80. In a preferred form, apparatus 80 is arranged in operable 
combination with the bearing housing SO and wall structure of the bolster housing 26 for . 
po^tively securing and positioning the side bearing assembly 40 relative to the truck bolster 16. 
More spedficallv, and as shown in FIG. 2 and 4. annaratua 80 is ooerablv engaaable with the wall 
structure of the housing or receptade 26 and the bodv member or side bearing housing SO for 
onerablv securing the body member or side bearing housing SO against movement relative to the 
raiicar bolster 16. 

Please amend Paragraph [0053] as follows: 

[0053] The apparatus 80 for positively securing and positioning the side bearing assembly 40 
relative to the bolster 16 can take different forms without detracting or departing from the spirit 
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and scope of the present invention. As mentioned, the side bearing assembly 40 is sized to 
longitudinally fit loosely within pocket 38 defined by the bolster receptacle 26. As shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3, and after bearing assembly 40 is accommodated within the receptacle 26, the ri^d 
and upstruck end walls 35 and 36 of the receptacle housing 26 are arranged in conjfropting and 
generally parallel but longitudinally spaced relation relative to the end walls 55 and 56. 
respectively, of the bearing housing SO. That is, an open-top opening or gap 82 is defined 
between the confi^onting walls 35, 55 and 36, 56, respectively, of the receptacle 26 and the 
bearing housing 50. As such, the side bearing assembly 40 is specifically designed to readily fit 
within pockets 26 of varying sizes on bolster 16, thus, adding great versatility to the invention. 

Please amend Paragraph [0054] as follows: 

[0054] In the illustrated embodiment, a locking member or spacer 84 is installed and, preferably. 
snugly inserted into each opening 82 defined between the confronting walls 35, 55 and 36, 56, 
respectively, of the receptacle 26 and bearing housing 50. Thereafter, each locking member or 
shim spacer 84 is fastened or secured, as by welding or a suitable mechanical device, preferably to 
the adjacent end wall of the receptacle 26 to inhibit longitudinal shifting movements of the bearing 
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assembly 40 relative to the bolster 16. 
Please amend Paragraph [00S5] as follows: 

(0055) As illustrated, each pair of confronting walls 35, 55 and 36, 56, respectively, disposed to 
opposed longitudinal sides of the axis 44 are preferably configured to fiarther enhance securement 
of the bearing assembly 40 relative to the bolster 16. In that form shown in FIG. 6, each pair of 
confronting walls 35, 55 and 36, 56, respectively, disposed to opposed lateral sides of the axis 44 
defined by the bearing assembly 40 defines a sur&ce portion 86 which is inclined with respect to 
the oth^ sur&ce 88 such that the surfaces 86 and 88 angularly diverge relative to each other and 
away from the bottom 51 of the housing 50 or the upper surfece 28 of the bolster 16 so as to 
provide the opening 82 with a generally wedge-shape. As will be appreciated^ the preferable 
wedge-shape of the opening 82 enhances reception and retention of the wedge-shaped spacer 84 
therewithin. In the embodiment iflustrated in FIG. 2. only a len gthwise surface portion of the 
confronting walls of the walled receptacle 26 and side bearing assembly houfnng 50 is illustrated 
as inclined or diverging relation relative to the opposed surface portion as it extends from the 
bottom S 1 of the housing SO but it should be appreciated the entire length of the respective wall 
could be slanted or inclined without detracting or departing from the spirit and scop e of the 
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present invendon. 

Please amend Paragraph [0062] as followa: 

A constant contact side bearing assembly configured for insertion into a walled receptacle 
provided on an upper surfece of a railcar bolster. The constant contact side bearing assembly 
includes a walled housing defining a cavity eAieiiding tliuclluougli and open at o pposite ends and 
a spring having a first end, abuttingly engag in ya - pouioii oClhe upper suiface of said railcar 
bolster, a n d a second end, axially spaced from the Oi st end , A cap ib aiianged at tlic sec o nd is 
positioned bv and overiies an end of the spring. The cap is mounted for reciprocatory guided 
movem^ts by and relative to the housing, whh a generally flat railcar body enga^g portion on 
the cap being positioned relative to the housing and the walled enclosure by the spring. The side 
bearing assembly fiirther includes an apparatus for locating ajid securing the housing of the side 
bearing assembly wittun the walled receptacle on the railcar bolster. 



PA(£13/30'RCVDAT6I8I201)511:19:33 AM [Eastern DayOprine]'SVIl^^^ 



